


National and Regional Networks

SpaŶŶiŶg siǆ ĐoŶtiŶeŶts, the SDSN draǁs upoŶ the kŶoǁledge aŶd eduĐatioŶal ĐapaĐitǇ of 
over 400 universities, research centers, civil society organizations, and other knowledge 
institutions. They work together to direct a multidimensional global network that 
attempts to address some of the world's most pressing problems.
Each of the networks has its own priorities focusing on all or a subset of the following 
objectives:
• Raising awareness about the SDGs and "localizing" the goals
• Promoting Solution Initiatives for sustainable development
• Promoting education for sustainable development

Assisting governments in identifying local, national and regional sustainable 
development challenges and in devising long-term strategies.

European Networks
This brochure represents the five already established European networks, with more 
than a hundred institutions from all over the European continent. 
Greece SDSN and Eastern Europe SDSN will be launched soon.

The SDSN 

The SustaiŶaďle DeǀelopŵeŶt SolutioŶs Netǁork ;SDSNͿ ŵoďilizes sĐieŶtifiĐ aŶd teĐhŶiĐal 
eǆpertise froŵ aĐadeŵia, Điǀil soĐietǇ, aŶd the priǀate seĐtor iŶ support of sustaiŶaďle 
deǀelopŵeŶt proďleŵ solǀiŶg oŶ a loĐal, ŶatioŶal, aŶd gloďal sĐale.

SDSN ǁas estaďlished iŶ ϮϬϭϮ ďǇ the UN SeĐretarǇ GeŶeral, as a gloďal aĐadeŵiĐ eǆpert 
Ŷetǁork ǁhiĐh proŵotes praĐtiĐal proďleŵ solǀiŶg arouŶd sustaiŶaďle deǀelopŵeŶt 
ĐhalleŶges. SiŶĐe ϮϬϭϮ, the SDSN has ďeeŶ aĐtiǀelǇ iŶǀolǀed iŶ supportiŶg the SeĐretarǇ 
GeŶeral's offiĐe, the UN sǇsteŵ aŶd ŶatioŶal goǀerŶŵeŶts oŶ the desigŶ ;aŶd Ŷoǁ the 
iŵpleŵeŶtatioŶͿ of the SDGs. Our ǁork also spaŶs the SDG kŶoǁledge ĐreatioŶ aŶd 
eduĐatioŶ proĐess, offeriŶg ŵassiǀe opeŶ oŶliŶe Đourse ŵaterials aŶd disseŵiŶatiŶg 
eǀideŶĐe of good praĐtiĐe aŶd sustaiŶaďle deǀelopŵeŶt solutioŶs. 

http://unsdsn.org/
http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/sustainable-development-goals/about-the-sdgs/
https://www.sdsnedu.org/
http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/national-and-regional-networks/


SDSN - Germany

• Host iŶstitutioŶ: GerŵaŶ DeǀelopŵeŶt IŶstitute / DeutsĐhes IŶstitut für
EŶtǁiĐkluŶgspolitik ;DIEͿ

• LauŶĐhed: April ϮϬϭϰ
• Co-Chairs: Mr. Klaus Töpfer ;ϮϬϭϰ/ϭϱͿ, Mr. Dirk MessŶer ;siŶĐe ϮϬϭϰͿ aŶd 

Ms. GesiŶe SĐhǁaŶ ;siŶĐe ϮϬϭϱͿ
• Nuŵďer of ŵeŵďer iŶstitutioŶs: ϭϯ 

Highlight:
IŶ additioŶ to leadiŶg the Deep DeĐarďoŶisatioŶ PathǁaǇs ProjeĐt 
;DDPPͿ for GerŵaŶǇ, this Ŷetǁork has ďeeŶ a ǀerǇ aĐtiǀe ĐoŶtriďutor to 
the poliĐǇ deďates regardiŶg the SDGs-ďusiŶess liŶk aŶd the role of 
sĐieŶĐe iŶ GerŵaŶy’s sustaiŶaďility arĐhiteĐture. SDSN GerŵaŶy also 
adǀoĐates for aŵďitious G7 aŶd GϮϬ ĐoŶtriďutioŶs iŶ order to iŵpleŵeŶt 
the ϮϬϯϬ AgeŶda aŶd Paris AgreeŵeŶt. GerŵaŶy's G7 presideŶĐy iŶ 
ϮϬϭϱ aŶd the upĐoŵiŶg GerŵaŶ GϮϬ presideŶĐy iŶ ϮϬϭ7 haǀe aŶd ǁill 
proǀide iŵportaŶt refereŶĐe poiŶts for these aĐtiǀities: Besides draftiŶg 
SDSN deĐlaratioŶs aŶd preseŶtiŶg theŵ to Leaders aŶd Sherpas, ŵeŵďers 
aŶd partŶers of SDSN GerŵaŶy eŶgage iŶ G7/GϮϬ-related aĐadeŵiĐ aŶd 
thiŶk taŶk proĐesses – like ThiŶk ϮϬ ;TϮϬͿ.

photo credit: IASS/Piero Chiussi

http://deepdecarbonization.org/
www.sdsngermany.de
http://unsdsn.org/news/2015/11/10/sdsn-g20-declaration-for-action/
http://www.die-gdi.de/fileadmin/user_upload/pdfs/dauerthemen_spezial/20150324_SDSN_Germany_Declaration_G7_Summit.pdf
http://www.die-gdi.de/
http://www.die-gdi.de/


SDSN - Italy
• Host iŶstitutioŶ: FoŶdazioŶe EŶi EŶriĐo Mattei
• LauŶĐhed: MarĐh ϮϬϭ6
• Co-Chairs: Ms. SaďiŶa Ratti aŶd Mr. AŶgelo RiĐĐaďoŶi
• Nuŵďer of ŵeŵďer iŶstitutioŶs: ϯϰ

Highlight: 
With the aiŵ of traŶslatiŶg the ϮϬϯϬ AgeŶda iŶto a releǀaŶt ItaliaŶ ĐoŶteǆt, 
ŵoďiliziŶg ŶatioŶal aĐadeŵiĐ aŶd researĐh aĐtors aŶd ĐoŶŶeĐtiŶg theŵ to Điǀil 
soĐiety aŶd ďusiŶess leaders, the ĐouŶtrǇ has lauŶĐhed SDSN Italia. 
SDSN Italia ďuilds oŶ three ŵaiŶ pillars:
• CoŶtriďutiŶg to the iŵpleŵeŶtatioŶ of SDGs through sĐieŶtifiĐ researĐh

aŶd iŶŶoǀatioŶ
• ProŵotiŶg kŶoǁledge aŶd aǁareŶess aďout SDGs throughout ItaliaŶ

soĐiety iŵpleŵeŶtiŶg disseŵiŶatioŶ, eduĐatioŶal aŶd traiŶiŶg iŶitiatiǀes

• IdeŶtifyiŶg, proposiŶg aŶd realiziŶg ĐoŶĐrete solutioŶs for sustaiŶaďle
deǀelopŵeŶt

SDSN Italia operates uŶder the auspiĐes of SDSN-MediterraŶeaŶ.

http://www.feem.it/
http://www.sdsnitalia.it/
http://unsdsn.org/news/2016/03/18/sdsn-italia-launch/
http://www.sdsn-mediterranean.unisi.it/


SDSN - MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ
• Host iŶstitutioŶ: UŶiǀeƌsity of SieŶa
• LauŶĐhed: July ϮϬϭϯ
• Co-Chaiƌ: Mr. AŶgelo RiĐĐaďoŶi
• Nuŵďeƌ of ŵeŵďeƌ iŶstitutioŶs: ϲϳ

Highlight: PlastiĐ Busteƌs iŶ the MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ Sea
AŶ SDSN SolutioŶ IŶitiatiǀe to deteĐt aŶd ŵoŶitoƌ the pƌeseŶĐe aŶd effeĐts of 
ŵaƌiŶe litteƌ iŶ the MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ Sea ǁith the goal of ideŶtifyiŶg aŶd 
iŵpleŵeŶtiŶg pƌeǀeŶtioŶ aŶd ŵitigatioŶ solutioŶs. This projeĐt has reĐeŶtlǇ 
reĐeiǀed the laďel of the UŶioŶ of the MediterraŶeaŶ, after a uŶaŶiŵous deĐisioŶ 
of the ϰϯ Meŵďer States of the UŶioŶ ĐoŶsideriŶg the projeĐt to haǀe the 
poteŶtial to deliǀer ĐoŶĐrete ďeŶefits for the ĐitizeŶs of the Euro-MediterraŶeaŶ 
regioŶ.

MaƌiŶe litteƌ ƌepƌeseŶts a seƌious ĐoŶĐeƌŶ foƌ the MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt. AŶ 
estiŵated thƌee ďillioŶ pieĐes of litteƌ float oƌ Đoǀeƌ the sea ďottoŵ, ϳϬ to ϴϬ% of 
ǁhiĐh is plastiĐ. 
The pƌojeĐt has thƌee ĐoŵpoŶeŶts: 
• to ŵeasuƌe aŶd doĐuŵeŶt the Ŷatuƌe, pƌeǀaleŶĐe aŶd iŵpaĐt of ŵaƌiŶe plastiĐ

litteƌ ďy tƌaĐkiŶg a Ŷuŵďeƌ of seŶtiŶel oƌgaŶisŵs iŶ diffeƌeŶt eĐologiĐal
ĐoŵpaƌtŵeŶts aĐƌoss the eŶtiƌe MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ ďasiŶ

• to seƋueŶĐe the geŶoŵe of ďaĐteƌia liǀiŶg oŶ the plastiĐ iŶ oƌdeƌ to
uŶdeƌstaŶd hoǁ these pathogeŶs ŵay ďe affeĐtiŶg huŵaŶ health

• to suppoƌt oƌgaŶizatioŶs aŶd ĐaŵpaigŶs iŶ MediteƌƌaŶeaŶ ĐouŶtƌies
adǀoĐatiŶg foƌ poliĐies to ƌeduĐe the iŶfloǁ of plastiĐ iŶto the MediteƌƌaŶean

http://en.unisi.it/
http://plasticbusters.unisi.it/
http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/solutions-initiatives/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/plastic-busters-for-a-mediterranean-free-from-litter/


SDSN - NoƌtheƌŶ Euƌope
• Host iŶstitutioŶ: The CeŶtƌe foƌ EŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt aŶd SustaiŶaďilitǇ
• LauŶĐhed: FeďƌuaƌǇ ϮϬϭϲ
• Co-Chaiƌs: Ms. KataƌiŶa Gåƌdfeldt aŶd Ms. KatheƌiŶe RiĐhaƌdsoŶ
• Nuŵďeƌ of ŵeŵďeƌ iŶstitutioŶs: ϭϳ

Highlight: 
The SDSN NoƌtheƌŶ Euƌope ;SDSN NEͿ has a  pƌiŵaƌǇ foĐus oŶ the poliĐǇ foƌ 
the SDGs aŶd its Đall foƌ tƌaŶsfoƌŵatioŶ of the tƌaŶspoƌt seĐtoƌ, pƌoduĐtioŶ 
aŶd ĐoŶsuŵptioŶ patteƌŶs, iŶteŶsifiĐatioŶ of Đliŵate aĐtioŶs, eŶaďliŶg 
teĐhŶiƋues iŶ the ICT seĐtoƌ aŶd ĐapaĐitǇ ďuildiŶg of aĐadeŵiĐ iŶstitutioŶs iŶ 
deǀelopiŶg ĐouŶtƌies.

IŶ additioŶ to its ŵeŵďeƌ iŶstitutioŶs, ϲ DaŶish uŶiǀeƌsities aƌe affiliated to 
SDSN NE ǀia the CeŶtƌe foƌ SustaiŶaďilitǇ SĐieŶĐe at CopeŶhageŶ UŶiǀeƌsitǇ, ϭϬ 
uŶiǀeƌsities haǀe peŶdiŶg appliĐatioŶs aŶd ϳ aƌe ǁoƌkiŶg oŶ theiƌ appliĐatioŶs 
to ďeĐoŵe ŵeŵďeƌs. Meŵďeƌ ĐouŶtƌies so faƌ aƌe DeŶŵaƌk, NoƌǁaǇ, SǁedeŶ 
aŶd LithuaŶia. The Ŷetǁork also ǁoƌks iŶ Đlose ĐoŶtaĐt ǁith uŶiǀeƌsities iŶ 
FiŶlaŶd.

The SDSN NortherŶ Europe is ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ eǆploƌiŶg fouƌ iŶitial aƌeas foƌ SolutioŶs 
IŶitiatiǀes, ŶaŵelǇ: 
OĐeaŶs, coŶŶeĐtiŶg cities aŶd regioŶs, eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt foƌ deǀelopŵeŶt iŶ loǁ 
iŶĐoŵe ĐouŶtƌies aŶd aĐadeŵia as a host foƌ immigrants.

SDSN NE's Co-Chairs KatariŶa Gårdfeldt  aŶd KatheriŶe RichardsoŶ. SǁedeŶ's Priŵe MiŶister StefaŶ LöfǀeŶ.

http://gmv.gu.se/english
http://www.unsdsn-ne.org/
http://sustainability.ku.dk/
http://www.unsdsn-ne.org/solutions-initiatives/
http://www.unsdsn-ne.org/solutions-initiatives/


SDSN - SpaiŶ
• Host iŶstitutioŶ: UŶiǀeƌsidad AutóŶoŵa de Madƌid
• LauŶĐhed: JaŶuaƌy ϮϬϭϱ
• Co-Chaiƌs: Mr. Miguel ÁŶgel MoƌatiŶos Cuyauďé aŶd Ms. Teƌesa Riďeƌa
• Nuŵďeƌ of ŵeŵďeƌ iŶstitutioŶs: ϭ8

Highlight: 
OŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ Ϯϰ, ϮϬϭϱ, SDSN-SpaiŶ lauŶĐhed a DeĐlaƌatioŶ foƌ all politiĐal 
paƌties iŶ SpaiŶ to puďliĐly Đoŵŵit to the iŵpleŵeŶtatioŶ of the AgeŶda 
ϮϬϯϬ, ƌight ďefoƌe the eleĐtioŶs ǁeƌe held oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϮϬ. The DeĐlaƌatioŶ 
ǁas pƌeseŶted iŶ a puďliĐ areŶa hosted ďy the Đhaiƌs of SDSN-SpaiŶ/REDS, 
Miguel AŶgel MoƌatiŶos aŶd Teƌesa Riďeƌa. This ǁas folloǁed ďy a ƌouŶd 
taďle deďate to disĐuss the iŵpleŵeŶtatioŶ of the SDGs iŶ SpaiŶ. 

The eǀeŶt geŶerated a ǁide ŵedia Đoǀerage aŶd all ŵajoƌ politiĐal paƌties 
ǁeƌe ƌepƌeseŶted, iŶĐludiŶg Paƌtido Populaƌ, PSOE, Podeŵos, UPyD, 
CiudadaŶos, EƋuo aŶd IzƋuieƌda UŶida. 
IŶ additioŶ, SDSN SpaiŶ is Ŷoǁ ǁorkiŶg ǁith SpaŶish Đities to thiŶk aďout the 
role theǇ ĐaŶ plaǇ iŶ the iŵpleŵeŶtatioŶ of the SDGs.

photo credit: Julio Cesar González

http://www.uam.es/ss/Satellite/es/home/
http://reds-sdsn.es/
http://reds-sdsn.es/reds-presentacion-declaracion-partidos-politicos





