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Until debt tear us apart? International cooperation and socio-

economic justice in a post-Covid19 MENA region 
 
The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) and the German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 

Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) invite you to our new series of online debates that will take place every Tuesday 

from 22 September until 13 October, 3 – 4.30 pm (CEST).  

 

Economic reforms as an opportunity: A post-COVID social contract for the region? 
29. September 2020, 09:00-10:30 (NYC, Washington, DC) / 14:00-15:30 CET (Algier, Tunis, Rabat) / 15:00-16:30 
CEST/EET (Berlin, Brussels, Cairo) / 16:00-17:30 EEST (Amman, Beirut) 

 
The Covid-19 pandemic has endangered fragile social contracts across the MENA region. The sharp economic 
downturn caused by the pandemic has reduced state revenues and had severe impacts on both formal and 
informal economic sectors. The demand for social protection has increased just as governments’ abilities to 
deliver has been undermined. This could have a major impact on social contracts in many MENA countries, 
which are based on state provision of welfare, jobs and subsidies in return for the loyalty of citizens. This kind 
of social contract has of course been under major pressure for many years, and its weaknesses were exposed 
during the Arab Uprisings a decade ago. What impact is the pandemic having on economic reform efforts in 
the MENA region? How can MENA governments build on successful responses to the Covid-19 pandemic to 
create a compromise that shares the burden of economic reform between major political actors and interest 
groups? Are new windows of opportunity for international support for reforms opening? What can external 
partners offer, in concrete terms, to support the emergence of new social contracts in key MENA countries? 
 
 

Moderators: Markus Loewe, DIE / Henrik Meyer, FES 
 

Speakers:  

 Mustapha Kamel Nabli, Independent Consultant and CEO, North Africa Bureau of Economic Studies, 
former Governor, Central Bank of Tunisia 

 Ayat Soliman, MENA Regional Director for Sustainable Development, World Bank 

 Hans Frühauf, MENA Regional Director, GIZ 
 
Please register here for the online debate or follow our livestreams on Youtube or Facebook! 
 

https://www.die-gdi.de/en/markus-loewe/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_VuML3t36TUaNSNgJmI73pg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCztJnQetODMRqXyRBKQwpDg
https://www.facebook.com/FESMENA/
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