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Programme 

 

9.30h  Registration 

9.45h Welcome address 

Anna-Katharina Hornidge, Director, IDOS, Bonn, and Professor for Global 
Sustainable Development, University of Bonn 

10.00h Panel:  
What is good green economic policy?  

 Our economies must become greener: decarbonised, less material-intensive, circular. 

However, green alternatives often lack cost-competitiveness where environmental costs are 

externalised. Willingness to pay for the environment is declining, as people prioritize material 

welfare over climate concerns. Populists dismiss climate action as ‘eco-dictatorship,’ shaping 

discourse. The challenge is to align environmental goals with economic stability, but 

academic and global economic approaches vary. In this panel, leading researchers and 

policymakers to discuss diverse policy mixes, trade-offs, and solutions beyond simplistic 

approaches, offering insights into balancing sustainability with economic aspirations. 

 Speakers: 

 Tom Krebs, Professor of Macroeconomics and Economic Policy, University of 
Mannheim 

 Felix Christian Matthes, Research Coordinator for Energy and Climate Policy, The 
Oeko-Institute, Freiburg im Breisgau 

Dirk Messner, Professor, President of the German Environment Agency, Dessau-
Roßlau 

 Moderation: Tilman Altenburg, Head of Department “Transformation of Economic 
and Social Systems, IDOS, Bonn 

12h Lunch 

 

 



 
13:30 Panel:  

What is good development research at think tanks? 

 Achieving societally relevant research that influences both academia and policymaking is the 

dream of every think tank researcher. Yet, this is increasingly difficult, especially for young 

academics. Academic discussions and the focus on methods often diverge from the practical 

knowledge policymakers need. Researchers may prioritize journal publications and citations, 

while policymakers seek actionable insights for societal impact. Views on what the impact of 

research is and should be vary, i.e. what is “enough” or “relevant” impact. This panel explores 

these tensions, discussing the purpose, relevance, and impact of development research in a 

world where development policy faces growing scrutiny.  

 Speakers: 

Jörg Faust, Director, German Institute for Development Evaluation (DEval), Bonn, 
and Extraordinary Professor, University of Duisburg-Essen  

Hans Peter Lankes, Managing Director and Deputy Chief Executive, ODI, London 

Jürgen Zattler, former Director General for International Development Policy and the 
United Nations, Agenda 2030; social and ecological transformation; climate, 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, and associate 
researcher, IDOS, Bonn 

 Moderation: Anna-Katharina Hornidge, Director, IDOS, and Professor for Global 
Sustainable Development, University of Bonn 

15:30  Coffee break 

16:00  Tilman Altenburg: Bingo Session  

An entirely serious bingo session lauding Tilman Altenburg’s professional 
achievements during his long career and service for making the world a better 
place. 

Wilfried Lütkenhorst, former Chief of Cabinet/ Managing Director, United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), Vienna, and associate researcher, 
IDOS, Bonn 

Roberta Rabellotti, Professor of Economics, University of Pavia 

Hubert Schmitz, Professor, Emeritus Fellow of the Institute of Development Studies, 
University of Sussex, Brighton 

Julia Leininger, Head of Department “Transformation of Political (Dis-)Order, IDOS, 
Bonn 

Antonio Andreoni, Professor of Development Economics, SOAS University of London 

 Moderation: Anna Pegels, Senior Researcher, IDOS, Bonn 
Christian von Drachenfels, Business Development Europe Energy from Wastewater, 
UHRIG Group, Bonn 

 

https://www.idos-research.de/tilman-altenburg/


 
 

16:30  Closing laudation 

Clara Brandi, Head of Department “Transformation of Economic and Social 
Systems”, IDOS, Bonn IDOS, Bonn 

Markus Loewe, Interim Head of Department “Transformation of Economic and 
Social Systems”, IDOS, Bonn IDOS, Bonn 

16:45 Drinks 

  

 

This workshop is taking place in presence only. For organizational matters, please contact 
Babette Never: babette.never@idos-research.de 


