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The First Yearbook of Climate Action: What businesses, cities and 
regions do, and which next steps are needed? 
Bonn, 16 November 2017. The first Yearbook of Climate 
Action shows that effective climate action by business-
es, cities and regions, and other actors could make 
significant contributions to narrowing the global emis-
sions gap, adapting to climate change, and demon-
strating to governments that higher ambition is desir-
able and doable. Moreover, climate action is growing in 
the global South, and many climate action initiatives 
are producing outputs toward their goals. Key chal-
lenges of inclusion and scope remain, however, creat-
ing an urgent need to invest in scaling up climate ac-
tion – and the framework supporting it – in 2018. 
It is difficult to overestimate the importance of actions 
by businesses, investors, civil society, cities and regions 
in today’s climate crisis. Pledges by governments under 
the Paris Agreement would still translate into 3°C 
warming or more, resulting in adverse impacts for a 
majority of people, and high risk of irreversible eco-
nomic and ecological disruptions. Non-state and sub-
national actions could significantly narrow the global 
mitigation gap, as well as promote adaptation, espe-
cially in developing countries. The first Yearbook on 
Global Climate Action by the High-level Climate Action 
Champions, launched at the closing of the high-level 
Global Climate Action sequence at COP23, shows that 
non-state actors are starting to deliver. 
First, the groundswell of climate action is expanding 
and diversifying; businesses, investors, civil society, 
cities and regions are not only making concrete contri-
butions to reduce greenhouse gases, they are also 
addressing the need to adapt to already occurring 
climate change, and to build resilience among vulnera-
ble communities.  
Second, climate action is truly becoming a global affair 
engaging stakeholders from all sectors, and across 
developed and developing countries. Although most 
climate actions are still led by actors based in the Global 
North, they are rapidly scaling up implementation in 
developing countries.  
Third, climate actions are becoming increasingly effec-
tive. The vast majority of current climate commitments 
are no longer just promises on paper; but they have 
become concrete actions, making real contributions to 
climate mitigation and adaptation. 
Notwithstanding these encouraging trends, much of 
the vast potential of non-state and subnational actors 
remains unrealised. For instance, small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) are underrepresented in the Marra-
kech Partnership, even though they contribute up to 
60 per cent of employment and up to 40 per cent of 
economic output in emerging economies. For many 
developing countries, the shares of SMEs are even 
higher. Moreover, rural communities are currently 
underrepresented, even though they make up around 

half of the world’s population. A total transformation 
as implied by the Paris Agreement goal to achieve a 
carbon neutral world by the second half of the century 
can leave no single stakeholder group, sector or com-
munity behind.  
As indicated in the Yearbook on Global Climate Action, 
businesses, civil society organisations, local govern-
ments and other actors run into operational challeng-
es. They face a lack of (access to) funding, expert 
knowledge, and/or organisational capacity to imple-
ment their commitments. To ensure greater effective-
ness over time, the Marrakech Partnership should con-
sider additional ways to scale-up support to individual 
cities, businesses, civil society groups, and others seek-
ing to deliver climate action on the ground. 
As the world faces an urgent mitigation challenge in 
the next few years, a focus on large-scale mitigation 
actions is necessary and desirable. However, climate 
action encompasses more than mitigation. The impact 
of climate change is already wreaking havoc on vulner-
able communities and developing countries. While 
non-state and subnational climate actions are diversi-
fying, too little attention is still given to building cli-
mate resilience and adaptation capacity. The Marrakech 
Partnership should continue to incentivise and spot-
light adaptation and resilience actions, especially in 
developing countries. 
It is welcome news that the large majority of climate 
commitments are more than promises on paper; they 
are starting to deliver relevant outputs that could lead 
to desired changes in environmental and social indica-
tors. However, data gaps continue to hamper a com-
prehensive valuation of non-state and subnational 
climate actions. For instance, limited data availability 
and the use of different methodologies to assess miti-
gation impacts hinder a clearer understanding of ag-
gregate contributions of non-state and subnational 
actions. Stronger cooperation between data platforms 
and collaboration between data-analysts can help 
resolve knowledge gaps. 
Finally, as the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate 
Action moves forward, its continued success will de-
pend on increased support from the governments in 
the UNFCCC process, the UNFCCC Secretariat, and 
other actors. To implement the Paris Agreement, we 
need to turn the Marrakech Partnership into a more 
effective bridge between parties and other actors. 
Cities, businesses, investors, and civil society can help 
to meet existing Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) while also identifying new opportunities to 
enhance ambition going forward. In 2018, the Talanoa 
Dialogue and the Global Climate Action Summit in 
California create an enormous opportunity to go fur-
ther, faster, together. 
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